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If you have any further queries regarding the

welfare of your pet, please do not hesitate to
ask a member of staff Aireworth Road, Keighley, West Yorkshire BD21 4DJ
Tel: 01535 602988
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Aireworth Vets
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Fax: 01535 691498

istl
We are happy to assist! Email: Admin@aireworthvets.co.uk
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What is a haematoma of the ear,
and how does it occur?

An aural (ear) haematoma is a collection of blood or
serum, and sometimes a blood clot within the pinna or
ear flap. This blood collects under the skin and causes
the ear flap to become thickened. The swelling may
involve the entire ear flap or it may involve only one
area. Aural haematomas usually occur as a result of
local irritation to some part of the ear. When
something irritates the ear canal, the dog responds by
scratching or shaking the head. Excessive shaking
causes blood vessels to break, resulting in bleeding. An
understanding of the ear's anatomy makes the
sequence of events more logical. The ear flap is
composed of a layer of skin on each side of a layer of
cartilage. The cartilage gives the ear flap its shape.
Blood vessels go from side-to-side by passing through
the cartilage. Violent shaking causes the vessels to
break as the skin slides across the cartilage.

How is it treated?

There are several steps in treatment:

1. The blood is removed from the pinna by making an
incision over the haematoma. On some occasions the
fluid may be drained and the haematoma injected
without incision.

2. The space where the blood accumulated is
obliterated by a

series of sutures which pass through the ear flap.
Since the skin over the haematoma has been pushed
away from the cartilage, it must be reattached to it to
prevent another haematoma forming.

Another important aspect of treatment is dealing with
the cause of the shaking. If an infection is present,
medication is dispensed to treat it. However, some
dogs have no infection but have foreigh material (a
tick, piece of grass, etc.) lodged in the ear canal. If so,
the foreign material is removed. It is also possible
that a foreign body initiated the shaking but was later
dislodged. If that occurs, and no infection is present,
further treatment of the ear canal is not needed.

What if I leave it alone?

If left alone, an ear haematoma will resolve by itself.
The fluid will be re-absorbed back into the body and
the ear flap will again be flat. The problem is that a lot
of scarring is associated with this process and the ear
is often not cosmetically appealing afterwards (a
“cauliflower” ear). It can also take several months to
resolve a large hematoma which is uncomfortable for
the peft.

Will T need to bring my dog back for
further treatment?

The sutures are generally removed in about 10-14 days.
At that time, the haematoma is usually healed. If
discharge occurs from the holes before they close, it
should be cleaned of f with an antiseptic solution. If an
infection was present, it will be necessary to recheck
the ear canal to be sure that the infection is gone.
Otherwise, another haematoma may occur.
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